
Name:__________________________________________ Period:_______________ Due:_________________ 

PERSUASIVE ESSAY NOTES+DRAFTING 

Essential Assignment 

Type of Essay: Persuasive – you want to persuade the audience to adopt your point of view of the topic. 

 

1) Thesis Mapping – The claim/argument you are making. 

Your thesis controls the entire essay.  Every sentence in your essay should tie back to and support the thesis – 

remember this when reviewing your rough and final drafts! 

Thesis Sentence Starter Reasons 

 

C.T. English Middle School 

 

should              should not 

 

adopt a uniform policy 

 

because… 

 

 

Reason #1 

 

 

 

 

 

Reason #2 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER: This is the first sentence we will write, but it is NOT THE FIRST SENTENCE OF YOUR 

ESSAY.  That will be the Lead. 

Now write it out as a sentence: 

*Thesis starter: (copy from above) ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Reason #1:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Reason #2:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You will write this sentence again on the back of this page as part of your introduction outline.  Why are you 

writing it a second time? 

→  



2) Persuasive Introduction – 

Lead/Hook Introduce the topic this essay will be about. 

 

 

GDT/Bridge/Expo These are transitional sentences in which the writer bridges the reader from the large 

view of the issue to the smaller focus of the debate. 

Provide brief information about the topic and question which will be helpful later.  You 

should bring up factual information (such as recent stories, past facts and data, other 

bits from our articles), but it is helpful to begin framing it with your ideas and hinting at 

your stance on the topic. 

 

Thesis Statement The clear stance you are taking on the topic and the two reasons you will emphasize 

throughout your essay. 

 

 

Now write a draft of your introduction: 

 

Lead/Hook:_______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GDT/Bridge:______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Thesis Statement (already written on page 1!  Feel free to revise it as you transfer it onto this page!): 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Be sure to complete this before its due date!  The on-time stamp is worth a few EA points! 


